Using Windows Movie Maker
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Importing Your Video

If you are using a standard video camera, you will use the Capture from video device command.
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For our Flip cameras*, we will use the Import video command.
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Click on the Collections button to see all of the “collections” you just imported.  
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Collections may have one or more videos associated with them.  This will depend on how the video clips were shot.  When you click on a collection, you’ll see the video(s) associated with it.  If you want to use a clip, just drag it to the storyboard.
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Once all the videos you want are in the storyboard you can begin editing, adding effects, transitions, etc.  You can do this in storyboard mode or timeline mode.
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· Storyboard mode is good for adding effects and transitions.
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Timeline mode is good for editing your audio, adding new audio, narration, etc.
Once you have imported all of your video, you will probably want to switch back to the Task view in the side bar.  You do this by clicking on the Tasks button.  This will give you most of the commands you’ll need as you edit.
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The Movie Tasks Sidebar

View Video Effects allows you to give your clips different effects.  Just pick an effect and drop it onto your clip.
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View Video Transitions allows you to put transitions between your clips.  This makes for smoother cuts between clips.  Just pick a transition and drop it into the transition space between clips.
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Make titles or credits allows you to put titles on clips, or put separate titles at the beginning or credits at the end.



You can change the font, style, background and/or text color, etc., for your titles.

Narrating your clips or movie
You can also narrate your clips or movie.  Please note that when you do this, the narration will be attached to the clip you select.  You will also be switched to Timeline mode, so the lower part of your screen will look different.

To add narration, go to the Tools menu and select Narrate Timeline.


Click on Start Narration to add your narration to the clip.

When you are finished, click on Stop Narration.

You will be prompted to save your file.  Give it a name, and save it in the same folder as everything else.

Notice that the audio file narration now appears in your timeline in the audio line.
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The Timeline View

The timeline mode allows you to get more sophisticated with your editing.


The Video line shows your clips and how long they last.  You can edit clips by clipping the front or back.  Just select the clip and grab the arrow to trim it.


The Audio line allows you to edit the audio.  If you right click on the audio clip, you can fade it in or out, control the volume, mute it, or cut it all together.

The Audio/Music line allows you to edit imported music** or narration.  The commands are the same as the Audio line.

**More about importing music in the next section.


The Title/Overlay line shows you where titles are located.  You can move them around as desired.


The Transition line shows you where you have added transitions.

Bringing in Music from a CD

To import music, you must first rip it off the CD.  Remember that only ten-second clips of commercial music are allowed without permission.


Insert the CD in your CD drive.  When the window opens up, select Rip music from CD using Windows Media Player.
Click Stop Rip (unless you want every song!).  



Then select which songs you want and click the Start Rip button.

When it’s done ripping the song(s), click on the Library button.

Right click on the song you want to use and select Open File Location.

Click on the file and then select Move this file.


Browse to the folder where you’re keeping all your files and click the Move button. 
Finishing Your Movie

When you are completely finished editing, it is time to finish the movie.  This is where everything gets “packaged” together, and saved to your hard drive as a movie file (instead of a project file), or burned to a CD.  You simply select the choice you want and follow the directions.  Only the directions for burning to a CD are included in this handout.

In the Finish Movie section in the sidebar, click Save to CD.
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Insert a recordable CD into the drive and click Next.  

It may take a second for the computer to see the CD.  Just wait.

Give your movie a new name. The CD name will automatically take the name of your movie.  This is fine, although you can rename the CD something different if you like.

Click Next.



Leave the default settings and click Next.

It will calculate how long it will take to burn the CD and begin creating it.  This is usually about twice as long as the running length of the movie.
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Getting Your Video Clips off of the Flip Camera

Because the Flip camera uses flash memory, it is accessed like a flash drive or another hard drive connected to the computer.

First create a folder on your hard drive or desktop and call it YourName’s Movie.

Flip open the USB connector and plug into a USB drive on your computer.


When the window appears, scroll down the list and select Open folder to view files using Windows Explorer.


Open the folder labeled DCIM.


Open the folder labeled 100VIDEO.


Select all the files in the folder by pressing Control-A.  Then go to the Edit menu and select Copy.  

Close the windows, and find your folder.  Open your folder, go to the Edit menu, and select Paste.

It may take a few minutes for your files to copy into your folder.
*See separate instructions for getting your video clips off of the Flip cameras and into a folder on your hard drive or network volume.





Browse to the folder where you have saved all of your clips.  Shift-click to select all of your files, and click the Import button.





Wait while your video clips import.  It may take a few minutes.  Wait until all of your files are imported.  Then save your project and give it a name.





IMPORTANT:  Save your file to the same folder where all of your clips are housed.  All files associated with your video (sound, still pictures, etc.), should all be saved to this same location BEFORE you bring them in to your video project!!!





Save early and often!





This button toggles back and forth between storyboard and timeline modes.





Just click and drag.





Just click on the option you would like and follow the directions to create titles or credits.








